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California People of Faith
41 W Working Against the Death Penalty,
LIRS PEPLE OF PATH | EaSt/W eSt Chaptel‘

svorking againgt the death penstty 473 Jackson Strect, Third Floor, San Francisco, CA 94111-1607

Friday, April 6, 2007

US Mail and
Fax: 916-445-0485

Senator Gloria Romero

Chair of Senate Public Safety Committee
Attn: Mary Kennedy, Commitiee Staff
State Capitol, Room 2031

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Support for SB 511, 609 and 756

Dear Senator Romero:

I am writing on behalf of California People of Faith Working Against the Death Penalty (Bast/West
San Francisco Bay Area Chapter) to express our support for SB 511 (requiring electronic recording
of interrogations), SB 609 (requiring corroboration for jailhouse informants), and SB 756 (requiring
new guidelines for eyewitness identification procedures).

California People of Fajth Working Against the Death Penalty (East/West San Francisco Bay Area
Chapter) is an interfaith group consisting of clergy and lay individuals who believe that the death
penalty does not deter crime, is more expensive than life in prison without parole, is arbitrary with
regard to race, and can not be morally imposed by a criminal justice system which is operated by
fallible human beings. Empirical evidence of actual innocence has revealed how individuals have
been wrongly convicted and sent to death row, only much later to be exonerated and freed. We ask
the question how anyone can tolerate a system which permits the state to act in a morally
reprehensible manner, by maintaining a “Condemned Row,” where there is more than a possibility,
indeed a probability, that innocent people will be exceuted. The organized faiths that we represent
agree to come together to oppose California’s death penalty.

DNA evidence has proven that innocent people are being convicted and sentenced to prison in far
greater numbers than we ever imagined. Bach time an innocent person is wrongfully convicted, the
harm falls not only on that person but also on the community and the crime victims, as each
wrongful conviction leaves the true perpetrator on the streets to hurt more people. Convicting the
guilty while protecting the innocent is the most fundamental goal of our criminal justice system. Yet,
all too often, we fall short.
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The California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice was established by California State
Senate Resolution No. 44 “to study and review the administration of criminal justice in California,
determine the extent to which that process has failed in the past,” examine safeguards and
improvements, and recommend proposals to ensure that the administration of criminal justice in
California is just, fair and accurate. Chaired by John Van de Kamp, the former Attorney General and
former Los Angeles County District Attorney, this bipartisan commission is composed of a victims
rights advocate, prosecutors, law enforcement officers and defense attorneys.

The Commission has conducted hearings, reviewed scientific evidence, consulted experts, and
listened to personal testimonials. Our members have attended those hearings and bear witness.
Based on the evidence before the Commission, which evidence we have considered in reaching
the decision to support the Commission’s recommendations, the Commission has issued a series
of unanimous recommendations for reforms needed to prevent wrongful convictions in this state.
These three bills will implement the most basic and most urgently needed reforms. Specifically,

o SB 511 will require electronic recording of custodial interrogations in violent felony cases.
Research has shown that recording of interrogations is the best method to detect and prevent
false confessions.

o SB 609 will require corroboration of testimony by jailhouse informants. We know that
informants often lie to get out of jail. Thus, we should require some evidence to show they

are telling the truth,

o SB 756 will require the Attorney General to issue guidelines for eyewitness identification
procedures. Scientific research shows that there are better ways to conduct lineups than are
now used.

California People of Faith Working Against the Death Penalty (East/West San Francisco Bﬁy Area
Chapter) strongly supports the legislative reforms recommended by the California Commission on
the Fair Administration of Justice and urges timely passage of SB 511, 609, and 756.

Sincerely,

ol Z (i

Frank Z. Leidman
Chapter Delegate and Representative

cc: Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas via fax: 916-951-4026
Senator Elaine Alquist via fax: (916) 324-0283
California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice via fax: (408) 554-5026

Francisco Lobaco, ACLU Legislative Office via fax (916) 442-1743




