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Progressive
Jewish Alliancy

April 12, 2007

Senator Glora Romero,

Chair of Senate Publie Safety Commillee
Altn: Mary Kennedy, Committee Staff
State Capitol. Room 2031

Sasruncnlo, CA 95814

Fux: 916-445-0485

RE: Support for SB 511, 609 and 756
[rear Senuwor Romero:

On behalf of The Progressive Jewish Alliunce. 1 am writing to express our support for SB
511 (requiring electronic recording of interrogations), SB 609 (requiring corraboration [or

juilhouse informants), and $B 750 (requiring new guidelines for eyewitness identification

procodures).

The Progressive Jewish Alliance cducales, advocates and organizes on issues of peace,
equality, diversity and justice, as a progressive voice in the Jewish community and a
Jewish voice in the progressive conununity. We arc a community bascd organizauon
representing thousands of California’s lewish population, with offices in both Los
Angeles und the San Francisco Avea. We work (o promole a criminal justice system that
adheres 1o the best principles of Jewish uadition und American demoeracy - fundamental
Fairness. cquality undoer the law. and the potential of every individual o change and 1o turn
awhy [rom wrongdoing towards right.

DNA cvidence has proven that innocent people are being convicled and seatenced 10
prison in far greater numbers than wo cver imagined. Bach time an innocent person is
wronglutly convicted, the harm falls now only on that person but also on the community
and the crime vietims, as each wronglul conviction leaves Lho true perpetrator on the
streets o harl more people. Convicting the guilty while protecting the innocent is the most
lundamental goal of our eriminal jushice system, Yel. all too ofien. we fall short.

The California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice was c¢stablished by
California Stwie Senate Resolution No. 44 "o study and review the administration of
criminal justice in California. determiine the extent o which that process has failed in the
past,” cxamine safeguards and improvements, and recommend proposals Lo ensure that the
administration of eriminal justice in Califorma is just, Tair und accurate, Chaired by John
Van de Kamp, the former Attorney General and former Los Angeles County District
Atlorney. (this bipartisan  commission s composed of a viclims rights  advoceate,
prosceutors. law enforcoment officers and defense altorneys.

The Commussion has conducied hearings, reviewod scientific evidence, consultod experts,
and listened Lo personal testimonials. Based on this evidence. the Commission has 1ssued a
series of ununimous recommendations lor reforms needed 1o prevent wronglut convictions
in this state. These three hills will implement the most basic and most urgently needed
reforms. Specifically,
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& SB 51§ will require clectronic recording of custodial interrogations in violent felony
cuses. Res¢arch has shown that recording of interrogations is the best method to detect and
prevent falge confessions.

o SB 609 will require corroboration of Lestimony by jailhouse informants, We know that
informants often lie to get out of jail. Thus. we should require some evidence to show they

are telling the truth,

o SB 75¢ will require the Attorney General to issue voluntary guidelines for eyewitness
identification procedures. Scientific research shows that there are better ways to conduct

lineups than are now used.
{

The Progressive Jewish Alliance strongly supports the legislative reforms recommended
by the Callifornia Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice and urges timely

passage of|SB 511, 609, and 756.

Sincerely,

Daniel Sokatch
Excculive Director

cC:
Senator Miark Ridley-Thomas via fux: (916) 951-8899

Senator Elaine Alguist via fax: (916) 324-0283

California|Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice via fax: (408) 554-5026
Francisco [Lobaco, ACLU Legislative Office via fax (916) 442-1743
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