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The Cahi’onﬁa stmct Ammcys Assosiation (CDAA) oppose-’s SB 60’9
(ansxbf) This st prw;des that a judge or jiry may | hot convidt &

défendﬂhﬁ iofd cliatgéd ime, find a special circusmstance tme, orusé a o

&%:1: 5 'a?g@avaﬂon ‘Biisedon the unoérroboraged tastimony of ah Fo
cubtiody infonsint. Sueh
qt‘aas‘igmng to judges apd juries the responsibility for assessing the"

" cregiility of Mmbs}kes*mw.d deteimining the weight to be givento: the
ar witness, By broadly. prohib:tmg an mme clms:. o

twtﬁmqny off ény
- otidente, SB B609 will tmake it more difficult to progecute oﬁ%ﬁdofs,
espe‘mhﬂy ﬁase who %hvmt crimes while incarcerated. ;

'Fa wm yﬁw ot tf@n of a potential problem ln i smal! numbar ¢f

cﬁ'miﬁia ouses M Cahféﬁma that rely solely on the vncortoboraied
Wity of e int-custody informant, SB 609 creates a sweEping

p:‘ohiﬁm&n Of ﬁ;e uée géf such evidence. Thé pramige upderlying. tbe= .

. priessie s that sich emdence is. inherently suspgct because m-cuswdy

a requirement feverses the comition 18w tradition W
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mfdmarnts hﬁw & suong neentive to manufacture false statemem,s Whilei " ' '

iogmﬂy et (e 469 of, the conerete reality is that currmt cnmmal
%‘w o5 idBgnate safeguards in every actual case. Fhe

: ‘\ﬂworxébo?:ated test "nw of any witngss is sither evaluated by a: _‘jliﬁgﬁ; a

who' Hids the' wwdbm hid experlence to evaluato such evidéncss or itis:
. evathigiid by « jury, wikich 1s instructed’by the judge oy Tiow to'evalijate

md&ﬁ‘bboxated 1¢btiriony, ‘Evety jury confronted with the bestmfmny -

k}*éﬁs&oﬂy m&tméh‘t {5 provided with the, instruction found art CALCRI‘M
3‘36 g3 smﬂ:ﬁhig sub%tamwaiy similar, which reads:

'rl

Thc-tésti'- : sok” an in custody mfonnam should be vaewed vml}

jse sérutiny, In evaluating such t(:smmoﬁy, you. !
'shewd *eédisim the extent to which it-may-have beei mf,'!uenced
¥ & xi:%lﬂﬁ;,or expectation of, any befiefits ﬁromfihé paxth
cgujmg %ﬁaw}ﬁéaess This does not frcan that Yol yay’ amtﬁm*ﬂy A
ane.'ga%a‘fﬂié testimoﬂy, but you should g:ve it the’ we:ght to
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whidhiyon find €16 S ciited i hiddight of al the evidencein-.
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Seiation fiics i the face of common faw tradition, whichibas . h.
ey ‘of the testitiony of a single, unéarroborated witdes$ with. © -
tfuiond "or-sté'tﬂgdagjff exceptions, notably treason (becalige ofthe, .~

csrgs of i FFEnes): paruty (becanss falsehopd is the gravamen of the offefise);’

setlousness o
- and ocomplice EsUmONY

{because thd,iné&fﬁtii'e to inoulpate the defendant and exouipate .

onesett is not mgrely-Geotstioal). - By requiKing corroboration that inddpaﬁglégﬂy,'lz‘g'ﬁkg .
the deferdant o the ofamission of the oinig, and explicitty prohibiting theuseof .

anothier {h-custody witriesy to. provide Shivibration, SB 609 pleces significant burdans :: L

dn,mmm;'pﬁiﬁmﬁﬁ?‘fﬁrp‘bo‘vixig crltita that wers pexpetrated in jalls:or prisons. .
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. Assdults, murders, ahd W stiggling of cijtvdband will rarely be witriessed by

Sorreirtiondl Tacility Personne Howeh These <

are 'usually only discovered.in.their

. "afteripat; Under sith difimstancss, and Wsent a confession ot admission by the:
defendant, tlic onfy;witnesses whio can tostify 1o statements by, the defendant will mere. ~

often thai not oméwithii the defiition 8 any in-custody informant preséribed by SB .1 7

. 609, ’Ihismaybethemﬁ?:‘eﬁab}advidenéeof guilt i percipient witnégses refuse to

18stify "ca'c'caéip&réte'psﬂ&iﬂﬁ#‘esgigfafﬁi@-e&ﬁ& sut.of fear of retaliation of from a:gensral i

animus against a¥ étiforéément.
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st réa‘ddﬂsy@mmwg%s a “lj\‘%&” vote on SB609 (Romero). -
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