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CALFQRNIA LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
1127 Elevanth Streat, Suite 534
Sagramente, CAP5814

. Talaphone! [916)} 442.1034
anﬁmmn CIVIL LIBEATIES UNION o
Scptember 13, 2007 Fax; (914) 4421743

The Honorable Amold Schwarzehepger
Govenor of California

Slafe Capitol

Sacrantento, CA 95814

Re: SB 756 - Support
Dear Governor Schwatzencgger;

The ACLU s pleased (o inform you of our support for SB 756, which requirca the Departiment of Justice in
consultation with law cnforcoment agencics, prosecutors and defense atloracys to develop voluntary guidelines
for condacting eyewiiness lineup idenlifications to help ensute accuracy and reliability of eyewirness evidence
in eriminal cases, This bill further provides that these guldolines shall be transmitted to the Legislature with
recommiendations of any legislation noedod to implement the avidelines.

T'he Californiz Commission of the Fair Administration of Justice reeently reported that studies have shown
that mislaken cyewilness identification contribuicd to the wrongful conviction of 88% ol rape and sexual
assault cascs of persons subsequently oxoncrated through post-conviction DNA testing in the United States.
The Commission's report Indicatos that unexposed mistalen identification-“could be present in other
convictions that hieavily rely upon cycwitness idontifications, such as robbery, whero DNA evidence is not
narmally present.” The veport concludes: '

“The Conmission is satisfied that the visk of wrongful conviction in eyewitness identification cases exists in
Califoraia, as elsewhere in the country, and that veforis to reduce the visk of misidentification should he
fmmediately implemented in Californic”

S1¥ 756 requests the Attornsy General to review and consider the suggestions of the Commission, the Natianal
Institute of Justice and others it adopting “best practicos™ for improving the eycwilness identification, These
recommendations inelude such practices ax *double blind” procedures where the person conducti ng the line-up
doos not kinow who the suspoct is, and providing specific insfructions to the witness, The reli ability of
cyewitlness identification is greatly increased through these changes,

Decreasing erroncous syewilness identifications helps police departnients and prosecutors focus thelr resources
on tho actual peepeteator - instead of boing disliacted by innocent persons mistakenly identified by cyewitncsses.
‘That is why staies, countics and municipalitics across the nation are adopting and implementing them into their
daily practice. California muat do the same.

We respeetlully urge your signature of SB 756.

Sincerely,

FFranéisco Lobaco
Legislative Diccctor

cc: The Honorable Mark Ridley-Thomas
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