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Tuly 20, 2007

Assembly Member Leno

Chair of Assembly Approptistions
State Capital, Room 2114
Szcramento, CA 95814

Fax: 916-319-2181

RE: Support for Senate Bill 786 (Ridley-Thomas)

Dear Assemblymember Leno:

On behalf of Crensbaw Neighbors Yne., 1 am writing to eXpress out support for
SB 756 (Ridley-Thomas). This me2sure requires the Attorney Gemeral 10
convene interested paties in the criminal jusrice gystem to develop guidelines
for the collection and handling of syawitness identification evidence.

As a long standing, nonprofit, comynunity-based, volunteer organizadon of
conceraed residents dedicated to improving the quality of ife in the Baldwin
Hills / Crenshaw comnmupity. We have bean championing legislation 1hat
protects and enhances the well being of our compnity since 1964.

We are comforted to know that SB 756 bas developed guidelines that will
cnsnre reliable and accurate suspect identifieations end shallbe consistent with
the reliable evidence supporting best practices, inclnding congideration of the
recommendations of the Californis Commission on the Fair Administration of
Justice, Op or befors December 31, 2010, the Attornzy General shall report o
the Legislature, degesibing the voluntory implementztion of the guidelines and
the training implemented by California law enforcement agencies.

Tt is the imtent of this legjslation to improve the accuracy of eyewitness
identifications, increase public trust in the crininal justioe system, and
implement best practices policies and proceduses. Convicting the guiity, while
protacting the innocent, is the mast goal of our criminal justice
system. Yet, all too often, we fall short.

The Califomia Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice was
astablished by California State Senate Resolution No. 44 “to shudy and review

which that process has failed in the past,” examine safagnards and
improvements, and secommend proposals 1o engure that the administration of
criminal justice in Califomia is just, air and aceurate, Chaired by Tom Van de
Kamp, the former Atinmey Geoeral and former Los Angeles County District
ATorney, this bipartisan commission is composed of a vietims’ rights advacars,
prosecutors, law enforcement officers and defense attorneys.

Ermail us at: crehnshawneighborsino@hotmail.cam
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T.ds Commission has conducted hearings, reviewed scientifie evidence, |
consulted experts, and listened to personal tegtimonials. Based on this evidence,
the Commission hes issued a series of recommendations for reforms needed to
prevent wroogfil convietions in the smte of California

Crenshaw Neighbors Ine. strongly supports the lag'slm::;va reforms
recommmended by the Califomia Commission on the Fair Administration of
Tustice and urges timely passage of SB 756.

Sincerely,

Crenshaw Neighbors Inc.
Board of Directors
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o
Seaator Matk Ridley-Thomss via fix: (916) 651-8839

Bmail us at; crefinshawneighborsinct@hotmail.com




