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{2 TATION DIVIRION
' 1860, WORNSON TV, SULLE 10
The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegger , SOII LAKI: TAMQE
Govemnor of California A0 72,3000
f g ' AN BLs805
State Capitol Building, +-irst Floor "
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SR 756 (Ridley-Thomas) ~ Request for Veto
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger: |

As Sheriff of El Dorado County and a member of the Califamia State Sheriffs Associalion, |
respactiully request you to veto SB 756, which declares a legisiative Intent thet law enforcement
officials study and consider adoption of new procedures recommended by the National Institute of
Justice and the California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice ragulating eyawitness’
lineup identifications to ensure a decrease in the number of misidentifications.

One of the recommendations is that an officer not involved in the Investigation, and who is unaware
of the suspeot's identify, conduct the lineup. This presents a prablem in that our law enforcement
agencles immadiately put out a broadcast describing the suspect's physical appearance and name
if known, last known location or direction of travel and the vehicls (If applicable) description. Every
officer on duty will learn the suspect's description and a brief synopsis of the crime that occurred.
This ensures swift capturs of the allaged suspect. We wotld have to call in an officer that was not
on duty to conduct the ineup, and this would pose an overtime issue, which can be costly. Also, it
would delay securing witness information while we'ra trying to determine [f we caught the right
pargon. This is distuptive to the witnesses and very inefficient in most jurisdictions. In the event of
multiple suspects, there would ba a need for multiple “unaware” |nvestigators to conduct the
fineups. :

Another recommendation by the Commisslan addresses the situation where twa or mare witnesses

are available for an in-field lineup (where an allaged suspect in & recent crime is detained in the
field for prompt identification or efimination by drive-by viewing).
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The Commission's recommendations is that once a single witness has made & lineup identification,
that the other witnesses may nof view the suspact, but must await a lineup at a later time. This
procedure Increases the chancas that an innocent person might be wrongly arrested, because a
mistaken Identification by the first witness was not allowed to be promptly disclaimed by the other
Wwithessas. In this case, a wrong persan may be taken into custady while the actual suspect got
away. |tis very impor ant fo secure witness information as soon as poasible and fo ensure their
avaliability to testify in court.

The aurrent procedures that law enforcement uses for lineups are time-tested and court approved,
Al of sur criminal investigativa reports are seriously scrufinized by the District Attomey'’s office prior
fo formally charging a defendant. it is not necessary to change the investigative procedures for
identifying an allegad suspect, Itis for these reasons that | must oppose this bill.

It | can be of further assistance in this matter, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

S
riff = Coroner

Public Administrator

cc.  The Honorable Mark Ridley-Thomas, Member of the Senate ~ Fax 916-445-8883
Nick Warner, LSSA Legislative Director
Stave Szalay, CSSA Executive Directar




