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July:18, 2007

Asstmbly Member Leno

Chair of' Assembly Appropriations
State. Cépliol, Room 21: ¢
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax:016:319-2181

RE:Sujport for Senare Bill 756 (Ridicy-Thomas)

Dear Asgemhlymembér Leno:

On bchalf of the Bmpowerment Congress Central Area Neightorhood Development Couneil I am
writing to express our support for SB 756 (Ridley-Thomas). This measure requires the Attorney
General to convene interestsd parties in the criminsl justice system to develop guidolines for the
colléction and handling of eyewitness identification cvidonce,

Thc{ﬁmpowwncm Congress Central Area Neighborhood Development Council is a certified A
neighborhood council vith the mission of impacting the quality of life for the stakeholders within
ita couneéil boundaries,

* Thege giidolinos shall'be developed to ensure reliable and accurate suspact identifications and
shalbbe consistent with the reliable evidence supporting bssl practices, including consideration of
the recomumendations of the California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice. On or
befafe December 31, 2010, the Attomey General shall report to the Legislature, describing the
voluntary implementation of the puidelines and the training implomented by California law
enforoement agencies,

1 is the {ritent of this légisiation to improve the accuracy of gyewitness identifications, increase
publip triyst in the criminal justice system, and implement best practices policios and procedures.
Convicting the guilty, while protecting the innocoent is tho most fundamontal goal of oor criminal
Justige system. Yet, alf tog often, we fall short,

The California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice was established by California
Staré Seriare Resolution No. 44 “to study and review the sdministration of ¢riminal justice in
Califgijnifig, determine the extent to which that proceas has fuailed in the past,” examinc safcguards
and i;';tp:pvetnezlw, and recommend proposals to ensure that the administration of criminal justice
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- wCaliftimia is just, fair and accusite, Chaired by John Van deKanmip:
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General:and former Lis Angeles County Disict Attomey, this bipartisan commission is
composed of a viclims’ rights advocate, prosecutors, isw enforcement officers and defense
anorpeys. :

Thi@Coiﬁxmissiun hasiconducted hearings, reviewed scientific evidence, consulted experts, and
listenéd'to personal testimonials. Based on this evidence, e Commission has issued a series of
recbizomendations for reforms needed 1o prevent wrongful convictions in tie state of California,

‘[he;‘?:ﬁmﬁowerment Congress Central Area Nsighborhood Development Council strongly
supporta the legislative reforms recommended by the Californin Commission on the Fal
Adn:nini;s:tmtinn of J ustice and urges timely passage of SB 756.

Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas via fax: (9 16) 651-8809
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