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Richard C. Scholl : Greg Busey
SkerifffCoroner : Undersheriff

Seplember 12, 2007

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzeneager
Gavernor of California

State Capital Building, First Fioor
Sacramenta, CA 95814

Re:  SB 756 (Ridioy-Thomas) -~ Request for Veto
Dear Govefnor Schwarzensgger:

As Sheriff of Mono County and a member of lhe California State Sheriffs Association, | respectfully request you to
veta SB 758, which dedlares a legislative intent that law enforcement officials study and consider adoption of new
procedures; recommended by the Nationa! Insfitufe of Justice and fhe California Commission on the Falr
Administration of Justice regulaling oyswitess linsup Identifications to ensure a dscrease i the number of
misidentifications. :

One of the recommendations is that an officer nat involved In the ihvestigation, and who iz unaware of the suspect's
identfy, conduct the lineup. This presonts a problem in that our Jaw enforcement agencles immediatsly put out a
broadcast describing the suspect's physical appearance and name if known, last known location or direction of travel
and the vehiele (if applicable) description. Every officer on duty will learn the suspect's description and a brief
synopsis of the crime that ecourred. This ensures swit capture of the allaged suspect. We would have o call in an
afficer that was not on duly to conduot the lineup, and this would poge an overtime issue, which can be costly. Also,
it would delay securing witness Information while we're trying to determine if we caught the right person. This is
disruptive to the witnesses and very inefficiont in most jurisdicfions. In the event of multiple suspacts, there would be
a nead for multiple “unaware”® investigaters to conduet the lineups.

Another recpmmendation by the Commission addresses the situation where two or more witnesses are avaiiable for
an infleld lineup (where an aflaged suspect in a recent efime Is detained in the field for prompt identification or
elfimination by drive-by viewing).

The Commieslon's resommeni!ations Is that once a single witness has made a lineup identification, that the other
wilnessas may not view the suspect, but must await a linsup at a later time. This procadure increasss the chances
that an innacent person might be wrongly arrested, bacause a mistaken identification by the first witnass was not
allowed lo be promptly disclaimed by the other wilnesses. In this caso, a wrong person may he taken Into custody
wtile the actual suspact got away. It is very imporfant to secure witness information as soon =s possible and to
enaure (heir availability to testify in court.

The current procedures that law enforcement uses for lineups are time-tasted and courf approved. All of our criminal
investigative reports ara seriously serutinized by the District Attorney's office prior to formally charging a defendant. It
is not necessary to changs the invasiigative procedures for ldentifying an alleged suspact, It Is for these reasons that
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| must oppose this bill.

(f [ o&n be of further assistance in this matter, please fes! free to contact me.

5§ y,”
" RICHARD C, SCHOLL

Sherift.Coranar
County of Mano

co: The Honorable Mark Ritlay-Thomas, Member of the Senate ~ Fax 916-445-8899
Nick Wamer, CSSA Legislafive Direclor - FAX 916-375-8017
Steva Szalay, CSSA Executiva Director - FAX 916-375-8017




