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September 13, 2007

The Honorable Amold Schwarzenegper
Governor of California

Stute Capitol Building, First Floor
Sscramento, CA 95814

Re: SB 756 (Ridley-Thomas) — Request for Veto

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

As the Sheriff of San Mateo County and a member of the California State Sheriffs” Association, I xespecifully request you 1o vew
SB 756. This bill declares 2 legislative intent that law enforcemen officials study and consider adoption of new procedures
recommended by the National Institnte of Justice and the Californiz Commission on the Fair / dminiswation of Justice tegulating

syewitness lineup identifications to ensnre a decrease ia the mmber of misidentifications,

Ome of the recommendations is that an officer not involved in the mvestigation, and who is unaware of the suspect’s identify,
conduct the meup, This presenrs a problem i that our law enforcement agencies immediately put ont a broadcast deseribing the
suspect’s physical appearance and name if kmown, 1agt known location or ditection of Lravel and the vehicle (if applicable)
description. Every officer on duty will learn the suspect’s description and a brief synopsis of the crime that aceurred. “This ensmres
swift capture of the alleged suspect. We wauld have to call in an officer fht was Aot on duty to conduct the linenp, and this would

Another recommendation by the Commission addresses the situation where two or more witnesses are availabls for an in-field
lineup (where an alleged suspect in a recent crime is detained in the field for prompt identification or elimination by drve-by
viewing). The Commission's secommendations is that once 2 single wimess has made a lineup idenrufication, that the other
witnesses may not view the suspect, but must awaif a lineup at a later time. This pracedure increases the chances that an innocent -
person might be wrongly arrested, because a mistalken identification by the first witness was not allowed 1o be prompily disclaimed
by the ather witnesses. In this case, a WIONE person may be taken imto custody whils the actual suspect got away, It is very

important to secure witness information as soon as possible and to ensurc their availability to testify in court.

The current proceditres that faw enforcement uses for linewps are time~tested and coust upproved. All of onr criminal investigative
reports are seriously serntinized by the District Attorney’s office prior to formally charging a defendant. It is not necessary to

change the investigarive procedures for identifying an alleged suspect,

Lurge your veto on SB 756. If Y can ba of further agsistance i this matter, please feel free to cuatact me.
Sincceely, : |

PN NG

Greg Munks, Sheriff

San Mateo County

cc: The Honorable Mark Ridley-Thomas, Member of the Senate — Fax 916-445-8899

Nick Wamer, CSSA Legisiative Directar
Steve Szalay, CSSA Executive Dircctor
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September 18, 2007

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor of California

State Capitol Building, First Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SB 756 (Ridley-Thomns) — Request for Veto
. Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

As Sheriff of Humboldt County and a member of the California State Sheriffs Assoclation.
I respectiully request that you veto SB 756. SB 756 declares a legislative intent that law
enforcement officials study and consider adoption of new procedures recommended by
the National Institute of Justice and the Caltfornia Commission on the Fair
Administration of Justice regulating eyewitmess lineup identifications to ensure a decrease
in the number of misidentifications.

One of the recommendations is that an officer not involved in the investigation, and wha
te unaware of the suspect's identify, conduct the Umeup. This presents a significant
problem in many instances becanse frequently our law enforcement agencies will
tmmediately put out a broadcast describing the suspect’s physical appearance, name if
known, last known location or direction of travel and the vehicle description (if
applicable). For important public safely and investigative reasons, every officer on duty
will learn the snspect’s description and a brief synopsis of the crime that accurred. This
ensures swift capture of the alleged suspect.

To comply with this measure, we would have to call in an officer that was not on duty to
conduct the lineup, and this conld delay securing witness information while we're frying
to determine if we caught the right person. Additionally this would ereate an overtime
{ssue, which can be costly. This is digsruptive to the witnesses and very inefficient. in most
Jurisdictions. In the event of multiple suspects, there would be a need for multiple
“unaware” investigators to conduct the lineups.

Another recommendation by the Commission addresses the situation where two or more
witnesses are available for an in-field lineup (where an alleged suspect in a recent crime is
detained in the field for prompt identification or elimination by drive-by viewing). The
Commission's recommendations is that once a single witness has made a lineup
identification, that the other witnesses may not view the suspect, hut must await a lineup
at a later time. This procedure increases the chances that an innocent person might be
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wrongly arrested becanse a mistaken identification by the first witness was not allowed to
be prompfly disclaimed by the other witnesses. In this case, a wrong person may be
talken into custody while the actual suspect got away. It Is véry important that we
mainiain the ability to secure witness information as scon as possible and to ensure thewr

avallabilify to testify ir court.

The current procedures that law enforcement uses for lineups are time-tested and court
approved. All of our criminal investigative reports are seriously scrutinized by the
District Attorney's office prior to formally charging a defendant. It is not necessary to
change the investigative procedures for identifying an alleged suspect. It is for these
reasons that [ oppose this bill.

If I can be of further assistance in this matter, please feel free To contact me.

Hurnboldt County

ce: The Honorable Mark Ridley-Thomas, Memher of the Senate
Nick Warner, CSSA Legislauve Director
Stave Szalay, CS5A Execulive Divector
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CALAVERAS COUNTY
SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
DENNIS DOWNUM, SHERIFF
GOVERNMENT CENTER

891 MQUNTAIN RANCH ROAD
SAN ANDREAS, CA 95249

September 18, 2007

The Honarabla Arnold Schwarzensgger
Geva;nor of Calfornia

State Capifol Building, First Floor
Sacramento, CA 95514

Re. SB 756 (Ridley-Thomas) - Request for Veto
Daar Gavernor Schwarzenegger:

As Sheriff of Calaveras County and a mamber of the California State Sheriffs Assotiation, | ragpactfully
raquest you Io veto SB 756, which declares & legislalive intent that law enforcement officials asludy and
ooneider adopticn of new procedures recomimiended by the National Institute of Justice and the
California Commission ont the Fair Administration of Justica regulating eyewitness linsup identifications
to ensure a decrease In the number of misidentifications.

Ona of the recommandations s that an officer not involved in the investigation, and wha is unaware of
the suspeof's Identify, conduct the fineup. This presents a problem in that our [aw enforcement
agencies immedial sly put out a broadcast describing the suspect's physical appearanca and name i
known, last known tocatien or direction of travel and the vehials (if applicable) description. Every officer
on duty will learn the suspest's description and a brief synopsis of the crime that ocourrad. This
ensures swifl capture of the alleged suspect. We would have to call in an officar that was not on duty I
conduct the msup, and this would Pase an avertims issue, which can be cosly. Also, if would delay
securing witness irformation while wa're rying to determine i we caught the right person. Thisis
disruptive la the witnesses and very inefficient in most Jurisdictione. in the event of muitiple suspaots,
there would be a nesd for multiple "unaware” invesligators lo conduot the linsups,

Another recommendalion by the Commission addresses the situation whers two or more wilnasses are
avallable for an tn-fleld linaup (where an alleged suspact in a recent crime Is detained in tha field for
prorpt identification or elimination by drive-hy viewing),

The Commissien's recommendations is that once a single wilness has made a lineup identification, that
the other witnesses may nat viow the suspect, bul must awail a lineup at a later time, This procadure
increasss lhe chancas that an innocent parson might be wrongly arrested, becalise a mistaken
Identification by the first witness was not allowsd fo be promptly disclaimed by the other witnesses. In
this cass, a wrong parson may be taken into custody while the actual suspact gof away. Itfs very
important to sacure withess informalion as soon as posasible and to ensure their availabifity to lesfify in
eourt




200-754-6840 p.2
Sep 18 07 11:32a KATHY FROST

The current procedures that [z enfcrcament usss for lineups ars time-lested and court approved. Al of our criminal
inveeligative reports are serausly scrutinized by the Distriot Aftormey's aifice prior o formally chevging a defendant. 1t
is not necessary to ch ange the investigative procedures for identifying an alleged suspact. Itis for hege reasons that
I must oppase this bill,

if | can be of further aesistancr in this matter, pleass fael froe to contact me.

Sincarely

Defris Downm —

Cdlaveras County

oc: Ths Honorable Mark Ridlay-Thomas, Member of the Senate — Fex 316-445.8895
Nick Warner, CSSA Leqislative Director
Slave S2alay, CSSA Exacutive Diragtor
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September 17, 2007

The Henorable Amold Schwarzenegger
Governor of Califomig

State Capita! Building, First Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  SB 756 (Ridley-Thomas) ~ Reguest for Veto

Dear Governor Schwarzensggar:

As Sheriff of Tuolumne County and a member of the Califomia State Sheriffs Association, | respectfully request
you {o veto SB 786, which declares a legisfative intent that law enforcement officials study and considsr adoption
of new procedures recommentled by the Nationel Instiule of Justios and the California Commission on the Fair
Administration of Justice regulating eyewiinéss lineup identifications to ensure a decrsase in the number of
misidentifications. '

One of the recommendations Is that an ofiicer not involved in the Investigation, and who Is unaware of the
suspect's identfy, conduct the lineup. This presents a problem in that our law enforcement agencles immediately
put out a broadcast desuribing the suspects physical appearance and name if known, last known location or

direction of travel and the veblcle (if appifcable) description. Every officer on duly wil leam the suspect's
deseription and a brief synopsis of the crime that occurred. This ensures swift capture of the alleged suspact. We
would have 1o eafl in an officer that was not on duty to conduat the lineup, and this would pose en overlime issue,
which can be costly. Also, [t would delay sscuring witness infarmalion while we're trying to determine if we caught
the right person. This is disruptive to the withesses and very ineflicient in most jurisdictions. In the event of
multiple suspests, thers would be a need for multiple "unawars” investigators to canduct the lineups.

Another resommendatlon by the Commission dddresses the situation where two or more witnesses are avallable
for an in-field tineup (where an alleged suspect in a racent erime is deteined it the fleld for prompt identification or
elimination by drive-by viewing). .

The Commission's racommendations !s that once a single Witness has made a lineup identification, that the other
witnesses may niot view the suspect, but must await 2 lineup at & latertime, This procedure increases fha chanoes
that an innocent person might be wrongly arrested, because a mistaken identificaflon by the first withess was not
allowed to be promptly diselaimed by the other withesses. In this case, a wrong person may ke taken into custody
while the actual suspect got away. [t is very Important ta secure witness information as soon as possible and to
ensure their availabliity to testify In court.
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The current procedures that law enforcement uses for lineups are time-tested and cour approved, Al of our
criminal investigative reports are serously scrutinized by the District Attorney's office prior to formally charging.a
defendant. It is not necessary fo change the Investigative procedures for identifying an alleged suspect. It is for
these reasons that | must onpose this bill,

If | san be of further assistance in thls matter, pleass fael frés to contast me.

Shariff-Coroner

ec! The Honorable Mark Ridley-Thomas, Member of the Senate - Fax 816-445-6899
Nick Warner, CSSA Legislative Diractor
Steve Szalay, CESA Exeoutive Director




