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October 16, 2007

California: Veto of 3 Criminal Justice Bills
By SOLOMON MOORE

Bucking a national trend toward stronger safeguards against wrongful convictions, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger vetoed bills that would have explored new eyewitness identification guidelines, required
electronic recordings of police interrogations and mandated corroboration of jaithouse informant testimony.
Mr. Schwarzenegger cited his concern that the three bills would hamper local law enforcement authorities, a
contention shared by several state police and prosecutor associations. The proposals had been recommended
by the California Commission on the Fair Administration of Justice, a bipartisan body of police officials,
prosecutors and defense lawyers charged by the State Senate to address the most common causes of wrongful
convictions and recommend changes in criminal justice procedures.
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